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One day, three friends decided to go on a trip. John was from New York. Paul was from California and Tim was from North Carolina. They went to Florida to get on a small boat to sail in the Atlantic Ocean. During their trip, there was a big storm. It could have been a hurricane. The sky was full of dark clouds. There was thunder and lightning. It rained very hard. The waves got very big.  The wind was very strong.  Their small boat was broken by the big waves. The men had to swim and float on boards from the boat.  After two days in the water they saw an island.  They were glad to be alive and reach dry land.  The sand on the beach was very white. There were many plants and trees on the beach. They were also afraid of wild animals that might be there.  It looked like a beautiful place, but they were really lost and scared.  They didn’t even have a compass to tell them what direction was north, south, east or west.
There was a tall cliff and they could see a cave in the rock. There was a river and waterfall coming over the top of the cliff. The hot sun made a rainbow in the splashing water. They climbed the rocks to get out of the sun and rest in the cave.  When the boys reached the cave, they were happy. It was cooler in the cave.  The boys were very tired and went to sleep. When they woke up, they were amazed to see what looked like icicles and ice-cream. It was cool but not cold enough to freeze water. The cave had many stalactites from the ceiling and stalagmites on the floor.  The boys also saw something else that was very odd to be in the cave.  It was a small strange shaped bottle.  
They picked it up and opened it.
A strange smoke came out of the bottle and then they saw something that looked like a man. 
 It was like the story of Aladdin and the Magic Lamp.  
The man was really a genie.
The genie thanked the boys for letting him out of the bottle.  He then told the boys he would give them 3 wishes.  John spoke first and said, “I wish I was back in New York with my wife and children.” Before Paul and Tim could blink, John was gone.  
Paul saw what happed and said, “I wish I was back in California with my mother and father.”
Tim was all alone in the cave and the Genie asked him what he wanted to wish. Tim had so many things in his mind he wanted to wish for. The genie waited a very long time. Finally, the genie asked, “What wish do you want to wish?” Tim said, “I don’t know. I wish Paul and John were here to help me decide.” Suddenly, Paul and John were back in the cave. 
Tim was so happy to see his friends again. 
The genie started laughing and then disappeared.

Be careful what you wish for!
QUESTIONS:
1) Have you ever been in a bad storm or in a bad situation?
2) Has there been a time when you were so scared you did not know what to do?
3) Have you ever gotten lost?
4) If you had three wishes, what would you wish for?
5) Do you think there is such a thing as a Genie and magic wishes?
6) Have you ever wished for something and then were disappointed when you got it?
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